
DCET History Timeline
Almost 3 Decades of Service

to the Community

2nd SPANISH FAMILY 
VALUES CONFERENCE

From 1995 - 2011

DEBES CREER EN TI 

registers with IRS as a 

Charitable 501©3 nonprofit 

organization in Texas  with 

EIN 31-1640064

YOUTH IN COLLEGE 
Conference about 
prevention of Drugs/Alcohol 
and Family Violence raised 
$49,804.87 in one day.

The Irving Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce 
awarded DCET for its 
excellence in Education in 
Irving

La Escuelita” is inaugurated 
by Grand Prairie Major 
England & space is 
donated by PPS group in 
San Antonio an In-kind 
value of 27,600 a year.

.

INCORPORATON
AWARD EXCELLENCE IN 

EDUCATION
SECOND LEARNING 

CENTER
DCET BECOMES A Host 

Agency OF AARP

PARTNERSHIP WITH 
IRVING SCHOOL DISTRICT 

North Lake Community 
College and DeVry 
University provided senior 
students to assist writing a 
Business and Technology 
Plan.

.

PARTNERSHIP WITH 
IRVING ARTS CENTER

Irving Arts Center donated 

$10,000 and welcomed the 

FAMA (Arts Mentoring 

performing students) as a 

Resident Art Organization.

DCET is a National 
Presenter 

IBM chose DCET as a 
national presenter of their 
TRADUCELO AHORA and 
Voice Recognition software 
in MIA, TX and CAL

26 volunteers donated 3,093 
In-Kind hours valued at 
$17.19 per hour. The values 
were reflected in a new data 
series released by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics.   

PRO-BONO VOLUNTEER 
HOURS: $53,168.67

VERIZON BECOMES A 
LITERACY PARTNER

2ND CONFERENCE RAISED 
$35,000

IRVING SCHOOL 
DISTRICT SPONSORSHIP

THE MAYOR OF IRVING IS DCET 
BOARD PRESIDENT

DELL COMPUTERS DONATED TO 

MATCH  VERIZON GRANT

$19,500 Grant is donated to 
DCET for Technology to 
assist with Literacy 
Programs

International speaker Carlos 
Cuauhtémoc attracted 5,000 
people to learn about a 
prevention Drugs/Alcohol & 
Family Violence conference

Mayor of Irving, Herb Gears 
becomes DCET President and 
connects DCET with Jefferson 
Dental Clinics who donated 
$50,000

Launch ESL classes! Irving 
School District Project Impact 
sponsored two of our ESL 
facilitators and an         In-
Take administrator’s salary

City of Irving donated 35 
DELL computers matching a 
Verizon Technology Grant of 
$19,000

HOW DCET STARTED FIRST LEARNING CENTER
FIRST SPANISH LITERACY 

PROGRAM IN THE DFW
MENTORING AND 

LEADERSHIP GRANT

LEADERSHIP YOUTH 
PROGRAM

MEXICAN FEDERAL 
GRANT

Launch Virtue & family values 
themes in Spanish 
newspaper columns, Spanish 
Radio and TV talk shows. 
Families attended  to 
parenting workshops.

SAVCOP donated rental 
space for LA ESCUELITA 
1st. Community Learning 
Center in Irving, an In-kind 
value of  $72,000 a year. 

Launch of the first Adult 
Spanish Literacy PLAZAS 
COMUNITARIAS program 
accredited by the Department 
of Education in Mexico

Through a 21st Century Grant 
In partnership with the Irving 
School District we provided 
ESL and the FAMA Mentoring 
Programs in two High Schools

32 students graduated from 
this program sponsored by 
Arbor Youth Workforce 
Solutions in Irving and 
Grand Prairie. TX

.$10,000 Grant to support 
Literacy expenses for 
students enrolled in Basic 
Spanish Literacy and ESL

DCET became an affiliate 
CCC (Community Learning 
Center) of this University who 
provided the on-line ESL and 
Computer Literacy Curricular

PARTNERSHIP WITH 
UNIVERSITY TEC OF 

MONTERREY IN MEXICO

YOUTH IN COLLEGE 
Conference about prevention 
of Drugs/Alcohol and Family 
Violence in Irving, TX 
attracted over 5,000 people.

1st. SPANISH FAMILY 
VALUES CONFERENCE

FIRST OFFICIAL BOARD 
MEETING

First President Sharon 
Barbosa presented Articles of 
Incorporation of DEBES 
CREER EN TI filed May 19, 
1998 In the office of the 
Secretary of State of Texas.

LAUNCH MENTORING  
YOUTH ARTS PROGRAM

FAMA (Fine Arts Mentoring 
Amigos) Program in 
partnership with Irving Parks 
and Recreation offered 
Dance, Parenting and Youth 
Mentoring skills.

PARTNERSHIP WITH 
VERIZON 

Verizon “Circling the 

Community” Provided 6 

corporate volunteers and 

10–ten Scholarships to 

DCET students. 

$29,000 LITERACY, 
EDUCATION  & YOUTH 
MENTORING GRANT 

Federal Government CDBG 
grant to launch ESL 
Literacy and FAMA 
Mentoring Program. 

CITIZENSHIP CLASSES 
START

Launch of first Citizenship prep 
program for Illiterate Seniors 
who transition & graduate from 
Spanish Literacy, to ESL to 
Government, Civics and History 

$82,00 IBM IN-KIND GRANT

IBM donated 8-eight Lenovo 
PC’s and 5 laptops with ESL 
and Citizenship platforms for 
the new community learning 
center in Grand Prairie, an In-
Kind value of $82,575.99

$50,000 DONATION BY 
JEFFERSON CLINICS

1-One Accounting Clerk, 

1-One Program Manager and 

1-One ESL teacher were 
hired

NATIONAL AFFILIATION

DCET becomes a SER 
Jobs For Progress national 
affiliate

1st STRATEGIC 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Clark Bonilla, DCET Board 
member presented an 
overview and Strategic 
Development Plan

MC CORMICK 
FOUNDATION  GRANT

5 YEAR LITERACY GRANT 
FROM TEXAS/LEARNS

ABE (Adult Basic Education) 
DISD TEXAS/LEARNS grant 
of $85/year payed 2 ESL 
teachers, 1 aide teacher, 1 
coordinator, and instructional 
material

$7,000  To assist DCET’s 

Literacy and Mentoring 

Programs.

CDBG FUNDED FAMA

$20,000  To assist Art 

Mentoring/Leadership 

Program.
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VERIZON FOUNDATION 
SPONSORS CONFERENCE

.

A paid Senior adult employee 
will be paid to assist the In-
Take Management 
Department. This is a 
renewable 3-year contract

$5,000 grant to cover 
expenses for Annual Youth 
in College conference about 
Drug/Alcohol and Family 
Violence prevention.



DCET’S FIRST PAID 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

LAUNCH GED CLASSES

MIGUEL HIDALGO 
AWARD

3- YEAR SHARE TANK 
GRANT

PARTNERSHIP WITH DR. 
PEPPER

DCET is a SAM.gov 
registered Nonprofit

YMCA BECOMES A 
PARTNER!

DCET History Timeline

Almost 3 Decades of Service

to the Community

Strong Youth @  Difficult 

Times” in Irving, TX , raised 

$29,324 in one day. A 

bilingual Drugs & Alcohol 

Family Violence prevention 

conference.

International speaker Carlos 
Cuauhtémoc attracted 5,000 
people to learn about 
prevention of Drugs/Alcohol 
and Family Violence in Irving, 
TX.

DCET was a national 
presenter at a National 
Literacy Conference February 
organized by NBPC (National 
Best Practices), February 13, 
20, 27, in Dallas, TX. 

.

The American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) Act provided funding  
from the Department of the 
Treasury to support economic 
harms to nonprofits. 

CONFERENCE ATTRACTED 
4,000 PEOPLE

STARTING YOUR PLAZA 
COMUNITARIA BY DCET

FEDERAL GRANT $49,000
(IME) FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO 
DONATED $5,000 

Stipends for facilitators and 
Scholarships for Spanish 
Literacy students from the 
Federal Government of 
Mexico.

On May 7th, 2017, Dallas 
County Commissioner for 
District 4, Dr. Elba Garcia 
proclaimed DCET’s CINCO 
DE MAYO Multicultural 
Festival-Health/Education.

2ND CONFERENCE RAISED 
$35,000N

DALLAS COUNTY 
PROCLAMATION

Carmen Aguirre with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in 
Pedagogy, started working 
Managing the Spanish 
Literacy Program PLAZAS 
COMUNITARIAS

ONLINE Class preparation for 
official GED testing is in 
place. The Richardson Library 
provided DCET with 
passwords to enroll students.

Outstanding Contributions to 
the Arts and Education by:          
OCCA (Oak Cliff Coalition for 
the Arts) in Dallas, TX.

Contract Labor Citizenship 
preparation Facilitator was  
hired to conduct 2-hrs/week 
for 26 weeks ESL, History, 
Civics and Government 
classes.

Dr. Pepper Snapple Group 
donated 20 HP Laptop 
computers an in-kind value 
of: $6,500.

Awarded Federal 
Government’s System 
registration UEI (Unique 
Entity ID) W1TGZX3YHC97/9CL74 
by SAM.gov (System for 
Award Management) in USA.

Launch Literacy and 
Cultural/Mentoring programs 
are housed in Grand Prairie, 
Texas.

2012 2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 20202019 2021 2022 2023 2024

$50 FOOD CARDS TO 
STUDENTS WHO LOST 

THEIR JOB

DCET volunteers participated 
helping sacking and handling 
food baskets donated by 
SAVcop, to families in need 
during COVID-19 crisis.

25TH ANNNIVERSARY
CINCO DE MAYO MULTICULTURAL 

HEALTH FAIR FESTIVAL

Outdoors attracted over 3,000 
people, vendors and 
sponsors indoors rated 95% 
festival .as EXCELLENT! 
Over 5,000 attended.

FRIENSHIP AWARD 

The DFW Asian American 
Citizens Council Awarded 
DCET this award in 
recognition for assisting 
Asians with Literacy 
programs.

From 2012 - 2024

PARTNERSHIP WITH UNIVERSITY 
TEC OF MONTERREY IN MEXICO

DCET became an affiliate CCC 
(Community Learning Center) of 
this University who provided the 
on-line ESL and Computer 
Literacy Curricula.

2014

The National Guide Star 
Corporation rated DCET with 
Platinum Five Stars for being 
in compliance and operating 
with standards of Excellence!

DCET EARNS 5 STARS

EXCELLENCE IN 
EDUCATION AWARD

EEH (Excelencia Empresarial
Hispana) honored DCET for 
Excellence in Educational 
and Cultural contributions to 
Latinos in the City of Irving. 

PARTNERSHIPS!

SAVCop, Inc. matched with 
$6,000 the SHARE TANK 
$3,080 grant and the 
Communities Foundations of 
Texas Giving day fundraising 
of $3,004.85 

COMMUNITY CHOICE AWARD

DCET receives the $5,000 
Community Choice Award, 
$1,000 Board Retreat voucher 
and 2 airline tickets  by the 
Center for Nonprofit 
Management in Dallas, TX

Mayor of Irving Beth Van 
Saturday, Proclaims May 3, 
2014 as CINCO DE MAYO 
HISTORICAL DAY in Irving, 
Texas  

CINCO DE MAYO DAY 

PROCLAMATION

TOP-RATED 
NONPROFIT

GreatNonprofits the leading 

platform for Community 

sourced stories about 

nonprofits rated DCET AS A 

TOP-RATED nonprofit.

IN-KIND $28,000

City of Irving donation for 5 

de Mayo Festival included 

rental of Venue and nine 

employees working for 2 

days, DJ, rental of tables 

chairs, program and fliers.

DCCD PARTNERSHIP

Certified ESL and GED 

teachers to assist DCET 

students from Dallas County 

Community College District

Raised $5,081.00 Benefiting 
FREE EDUCATION

A Drugs and Alcohol 

prevention conference with 

World known TONY 

MELENDEZ brought over 

4,000 people to Grand Prairie

MEXICAN INTERNATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN
National Development Plan 
Forum Abroad from the 
Mexican Government chose 
DCET’s ED Elvia (Nina) 
Wallace-Martinez to be 
panelist discussing the topic 
of Education.

CINCO DE MAYO 30TH

ANNIVERSARY

The First Multicultural 

Festival and Health/Education 

and Job Fair in Irving, TX 

produced by DCET is 30 

years old!


